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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FIFTH  MEETING 


FEBRUARY  16,  1994 


MASSACHUSETTS  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  PRINCIPALS'  ASSOCIATION 

24  Lord  Road,  Marlborough,  Massachusetts 


MASSACHUSETTS  COMMISSION  ON  THE  COMMON  CORE  OF  LEARNING 
Massachusetts  Elementary  School  Principals'  Association 

Marlborough,  Massachusetts 


Members  Present : 


February  16,  1994 

Bob  Antonucci 
Pam  Apple ton 
Steve  Bass 
Gary  Bernhard 
Ally son  Bowen 
Magda  Cardoso 
Harlee  Chandler 
Karla  DeLetis 
Linda  Erdmann 
Tim  Fadgen 
Tom  Forcella 
Virginia  Freyermuth 
Linda  Greyser 


Jean  Hamler 
Jim  Hamos 
Frank  Haydu 
Brent  Larrabee 
Augusta  Leibowitz 
Deirdre  Loughlin 
Efrain  Martinez 
Marsha  McDonough 
Kathy  Moore 
Bob  Murphy 
Lynn  Nadeau 
Susan  Pikor 
Mary  Alice  Wilson 


Staff  Present: 


Mary-Beth  Fafard 
Nick  Fischer 
Carole  Thomson 


Marlene  Biffar 
Greg  Nadeau 
Alan  Safran 


MORNING  SESSION 

Maddie  welcomed  the  group  and  explained  that  DOE  staff  had  been 
"burning  the  midnight  oil"  in  an  attempt  to  synthesize  the  raw 
material  developed  at  the  Retreat.  She  urged  that  members  consider 
accepting  a  draft  that  they  can  feel  comfortable  with  rather  than 
one  which  they  LOVE  passionately. 

Mary-Beth  explained  the  process  which  staff  used  in  developing  the 
drafts,  indicating  that  they  had: 

•  Removed  redundancy 

•  Looked  at  citizen  input  and  distinguished  speakers'  remarks 

•  Focused  on  the  Charge  to  be  measurable  and  the  need  for  that 
to  be  evident  in  the  document 


Mary-Beth  explained  that  the  Commissioner  and  staff  believe  that 
the  second  draft  is  not  ready  for  the  public.  Perhaps  some  of  it 
needs  to  be  incorporated  into  the  blue  or  green  versions  or  into 
some  combination  of  the  two.  (A  further-distilled  additional 
"green"  draft  was  distributed  at  the  meeting.)  She  noted  that  the 
task  for  this  meeting  is  to  work  through  a  series  of  decision 
points,  to  pull  back  into  a  draft  some  of  the  passion  which  may 
have  been  lost,  and  to  incorporate  some  of  the  content  which  may  be 
missing.  It  was  suggested  that  passion  belongs  in  the  introductory 
paragraphs  rather  than  in  the  goal  statements,  which  need  to  be 
measurable . 


-Page  Two- 

Mary-Beth  reviewed  the  KEY  DECISIONS  (attached)  to  be  considered  in 
reviewing  the  drafts  and  asked  that  the  group  concentrate  on  the 
first  eight.  She  indicated  that  the  afternoon  work  would  focus  on 
the  other  two  questions.  Those  questions  will  have  to  be 
considered  for  the  final  document  but  may  not  necessarily  be 
essential  for  the  draft  which  goes  out  for  public  comment  in  March. 

Comments/Suggestions : 

keep  in  mind  that  this  is  a  step  in  a  larger  process 

strike  a  balance 

be  crisp  and  clear  and  concise 

instill  passion  throughout  the  whole  document 

avoid  "Paint  by  number"  approach  which  school  systems  will 

resist 

•  the  high  expectation  feeling  of  "stretch"  is  missing  from  the 
blue  and  green  versions.  Mary-Beth  noted  that  some  in  Oregon 
are  calling  for  repeal  of  its  ed  reform  because  of  a  concern 
that  standards  are  not  high  enough  and  are  resulting  in  the 
"dumbing  down"  of  the  curriculum. 

The  group  divided  into  small  groups  to  read  and  discuss  the  "blue" 
and  "green"  versions  and  consider  the  key  questions. 

Large  Group  Discussion  on  Key  Decisions  (referred  to  by  number) 

#l/#4  Headings  and  Goal  Statements: 
Use  active  but  few  words 
Combine  goal  statements  with  headings 

#2/#3  Merging  Essential  Knowledge  (EK)  with  Learner  and/or  Thinker: 
Language  must  not  be  too  fact-oriented 
Integrate  EK  with  Learner 
Put  EK  up  front 
Some  language  needs  crafting 

Re:  math  (put  in  lifelong  learning  and  thinking,  put  in  only 
one  place,  separate  math  from  quantitative  thinking  to 
include  other  disciplines) 
Connect  knowledge  to  all  four  areas 

Allow  schools  to  make  the  connections  between  areas 
Use  practical  examples  to  make  connections 
Put  Learner  section  first 
Add  Mathematics  to  #11 
Order  should  be  Learner, Thinker,  Communicator, Contributor 

#5    Subheadings:   Maintain 


-Page  Three- 

#6    Controversial  Issues: 

Second  Language  Acquisition  -  What  about  students  whose  home 
language  is  non-standard  English?   What  about  distinction 
between  conversing  and  reading/writing?   Discussion  that 
the  reason  for  including  second  language  acquisition  in 
the  CC  is  as  a  tool  for  learning  about  another  culture 

•    Community  Service  -  Language  that  doesn't  indicate  a  mandate 
is  important  -  favor  #37  on  green  with  exception  of  word 
"meaningful " 

•  Parenting  -  #35  on  green  -  suggest  deleting  this, 
substituting  human  growth/development /relationships, 
folding  it  into  another  item 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Bob  reviewed  the  schedule  of  future  events  for  the  year.  Six  public 
hearings  are  being  held  on  March  21,  22,  and  24.  Either  Bob, 
Maddie,  or  Marty  will  attend  each  hearing,  along  with  staff. 
Commission  members  are  encouraged  to  attend,  keeping  in  mind  that 
they  are  there  to  listen  and  not  defend  the  document.  Commission 
members  should  anticipate  being  asked  at  the  hearings  if  these 
standards  will  translate  into  graduation  requirements. 

Following  the  hearings  we  will  meet  on  April  13  .  On  May  24  the 
Board  will  review  the  draft  (9:00  AM  in  Boston)  .  Commission  members 
are  invited  to  attend.  At  its  June  21  meeting,  the  Board  will  adopt 
a  final  version.  We  do  not  want  to  shut  off  the  submission  of 
public  comment;  so,  people  should  be  encouraged  to  continue  to 
submit  it  during  the  remainder  of  the  process. 

Mary-Beth  reviewed  the  agreements  reached  during  the  morning. 

1.  Use  four  headings  with  descriptors  that  blend  the  goal 
statement  with  the  header 

2.  Eliminate  separate  goal  statements 

3 .  Integrate  essential  knowledge  into  the  Learner  section 

4 .  Use  sub-headings 

5 .  Keep  a  statement  on  second  language  in  the  document 

6.  Do  not  include  anything  on  parenting,  but  do  include  growth 
and  human  development  and  something  on  relationships 

7.  Sexuality:   keep  in  but  not  with  value-loaded  comments 

Suggestions : 

Notion  of  restructuring  should  be  included  -  rethinking  how 
things  are  done/taught 

•  As  document  is  being  written,  question  of  application  to  all 
di  sciplines  should  be  considered 


-Page  Four- 
Large  group  identification  of  statements  on  green  draft  which  need 
work: 

Thinker 

Statements  5-8 

Statement  1  -  word  "observe"  is  problem  when  used  with 

information 

Problem  with  sub-headings  on  green  draft  -  use  white  draft 

headings  and  blue  draft  content 

Passion  words  should  go  into  intro  paragraph  (wonder, 

curiosity,  imagination,  etc.) 

Concern  that  thinking  process  is  as  important  as  product 

and  that  is  not  clearly  expressed 

Use  words  which  indicate  high  standards 

Learner 

Word  "basic"  implies  low  standard  -  substitute  "essential" 
Suggested  revision  of  #11  -  Frame  and  conduct  scientific 
investigations  and  apply  the  fundamental  understandings 
gained  to  solve  problems 

•  #12-15  need  to  be  re-worked 
#12  -  concept  of  time  and  place 
#13  -  recapture  understanding  history  and  culture 

-  concern  about  linking  literature  and  the  arts 
#14  -  term  comprehensive  health  is  problematic 

include  nutrition,  growth  and  development, 
human  sexuality  and  consequences  of  behavior 

•  In  intro  paragraph  include  nexus  to  work  which  is  defined  in 
blue  and  white  drafts  -  Pg  6  of  white  draft  contains 
statements  which  might  be  incorporated,  e.g.,  how  money 

works 

•  Also  include  statement  on  appreciation  of  the  arts 

•  Retain  technical/trade  skills/  craftsmanship 

Communicator 

•  Needs  to  be  broadened  -  look  at  white  draft  re:  reading  and 
writing 

•  Term  "English"  is  problematic  -  Reading,  Writing  and 
Speaking  and  Listening  might  be  substituted 

•  Importance  of  reading  and  writing  in  all  content  areas 
should  be  incorporated  into  intro  paragraph 

•  Short  qualifiers  to  make  things  more  active 

•  Technology  might  be  interpreted  solely  as  "computers"  and 
should  reflect  other  media 

•  #23  -  word  confidently  might  be  changed  to  effectively 

•  #24  -  what  is  meant  by  human  similarities  and  differences 

•  Link  technology  with  essential  knowledge 

•  Encourage  daily  writing,  reading,  etc.  should  be 
incorporated  into  the  preamble  -  writing  as  a  tool  and  that 
writing  is  a  process 

•  #2  5  -  Communicate  by  reading,  writing  and  speaking  in  at 
least  one  language  in  addition  to  English 


Page  Five- 


Contributor 

#32  -  Personal  economics  needs  to  be  clearer 

Add  vocational  piece 

Ability  of  individual  to  effect  change  on  the  system 

#37  -  add  "to  home" 

#38  -  strengthen  v.  leave  as  is 

#29  -  know  how  to  balance  rights  and  responsibilities  of 

citizenship 

#34  -  develop  a  basis  for  making  informed  ethical 

decisions 


It  was  agreed  that  DOE  staff  would  fax  members  a  copy  of  the 
revised  draft  for  one  last  review  prior  to  public  distribution. 


KEY  DECISIONS  TO  MAKE 


1.  Are  the  four  headings,  Thinker,  Learner,  Communicator,  Contributor, 
appropriate?  With  or  without  descriptors? 

2.  Should  Essential  Knowledge  be  merged  with  Learner,  or 

3.  Should  Essential  Knowledge  be  merged  with  Learner  and  Thinker?   Should 
quantitative  analysis  be  placed  in  Thinker? 

4.  Should  the  four  goal  statements  be  included? 

5.  Should  the  areas  be  organized  with  subheadings? 

6.  Do  you  agree  that  second  language  acquisition,  community  service, 
parenting,  and  sexuality  (including  sexual  orientation)  should  be  included  in 
the  draft  document? 

7.  Should  the  statements  be  shortened,  consolidated,  and  parallel  throughout? 

8.  Does  the  format  of  the  paragraphs  make  sense?   a.  Belief/Philosophy/Vision, 
b.  Expectations  for  schools,  c.  Expectations  for  students 

9.  What  are  the  key  items  that  need  to  be  stated  in  the  Prologue/Belief 
Section? 

10.  Based  upon  the  Citizen  Input,  should  the  draft  contain  exemplars  of 
practical  application?   (See  page  8  of  Blue  Draft.) 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SEVENTH  MEETING 

APRIL  13 ,  1994 


Massachusetts  Elementary  School  Principals'  Association 

24  Lord  Road 
Marlborough,  Massachusetts 


MASSACHUSETTS  COMMISSION  ON  THE  COMMON  CORE  OF  LEARNING 

Massachusetts  Elementary  School  Principals'  Association 

Marlborough,  Massachusetts 


April  13,  1994 


Members  Present : 


Bob  Antonucci 
Steve  Bass 
Gary  Bernhard 
Allyson  Bowen 
Harlee  Chandler 
Karla  Baehr  DeLetis 
Tim  Fadgen 
Bob  Fraser 
Virginia  Freyermuth 
Michael  Gallagher 
Linda  Greyser 
Jim  Hamos 
Frank  Haydu 
Marty  Kaplan 


Augusta  Leibowitz 
Deirdre  Loughlin 
Maddie  Marquez 
Efrain  Martinez 
Wayne  McAllister 
Marsha  McDonough 
Rena  Mirkin 
Kathy  Moore 
Bob  Murphy 
Larry  Myatt 
Lynn  Nadeau 
Maria  Nguyen 
Susan  Pikor 
Mary  Alice  Wilson 
Vivian  Lee 


Members  Absent 


Pam  Apple ton 
Magda  Cardosa 
Linda  Erdmann 
Tom  Forcella 
Glenn  Gabbard 
Jean  Hamler 


Cliff  Janey 
Brent  Larrabee 
Michael  Walker 
Linda  Wing 
Frank  Yetter 


Staff  Present: 


Mary-Beth  Fafard 
Nick  Fischer 
Greg  Nadeau 


Carole  Thomson 
Jan  Feldman 
Alan  Safran 


OPENING  REMARKS:   Bob  Antonucci,  Marty  Kaplan,  Maddie  Marquez 

Bob  welcomed  Commission  members  and  encouraged  them  to  remain 
active,  vocal  and  energized  as  they  rework  the  draft.   He  set  the 
stage  for  the  day's  task  with  comments  about  some  general  and 
specific  reactions  to  the  draft,  as  follow: 

General  Reactions 

*  focus/establish  sense  of  priorities 

•  reduce  the  number  of  items  in  the  draft 

•  reorder  the  statements 

*  make  language  throughout  stronger,  less  vague,  more 
straightforward 

*  clarify  whether  the  goals  are  mandatory  or  voluntary 

•  modify  the  lead-in  stem:  "should  or  must" 

•  address  the  relationship  to  graduation 

*  clarify  the  relationship  of  the  Common  Core  to  curriculum 
frameworks  and  assessment 

Specific  Reactions 

*  strengthen/make  specific  the  Essential  Knowledge  section 

*  strengthen  the  statements  regarding  reading  and  writing 

*  modify  the  second  language  statement: 

•  add  technical  language,  sign  language,  computer 
language 

•  keep  statement  as  is 

•  delete  statement  or  make  optional 

*  condense  the  Thinker  section 

*  tighten  up  the  Contributor  section 

•  statements  vague,  not  measurable 

•  statements  address  areas  that  should  be  handled  by 
families,  not  schools 

Marty  stated  that  there  has  been  an  overall  good  response  to  the 
draft.   He  discussed  several  of  the  comments  more  critical  of  the 
initial  draft,  including  the  Globe  article  by  Jeff  Jacoby,  and 
the  letter  from  Governor  Weld.   He  brought  forth  several 
additional  issues  for  the  group's  consideration: 

*  the  word  "understand"  was  not  seen  as  strong  or  clear  in  its 
intention 

*  the  writing  in  the  draft  was  considered  by  some  to  be  vague 


Maddie  shared  a  letter  that  indicated  that  some  people  are  not 
taking  the  document  seriously,  or  feel  that  it  will  not  have  an 
impact.   She  stated  that  the  Commission  needs  to  do  whatever  is 
necessary  to  complete  a  statement  that  addresses  the  Board's 
charge  to  the  Commission:  to  develop  a  set  of  broad  measurable 
goals  that  indicate  what  students  should  know  and  be  able  to  do 
by  the  time  they  graduate  from  high  school . 


DISCUSSION  REGARDING  PUBLIC  RESPONSE  TO  THE  DRAFT 

Format-Related  Comments 

Lynn  Nadeau  stated  that  she  would  like  to  see  exemplars  included 
in  the  document.   She  disseminated  copies  of  a  draft  she 
developed  for  the  group's  consideration.   She  said  it  is 
important  the  group  build  consensus  to  accept  the  document  in 
order  that  the  public  do  the  same.   Referring  to  her  draft,  she 
wanted  self-esteem  and  reference  to  Goals  2000  included.  If  there 
is  to  be  a  second  language  requirement,  she  suggested  that  it  be 
"loosened  up ".Ef rain  Martinez  agreed  with  Lynn  that  we  must  work 
to  consensus . 

Linda  Greyser  felt  that  it  was  a  mistake  to  have  released  the 
draft  without  a  preliminary  statement  describing  the  connection 
among  the  Core,  the  Frameworks,  and  Assessment.   Harlee  Chandler 
also  felt  that  we  had  not  stated  clearly  what  we  were  trying  to 
do  and  why  we  were  doing  it.   We  must  say  something  real  and  it 
must  be  measurable,  line  by  line.   It  appears  that  teachers  are 
not  familiar  with  the  Common  Core.   We  should  take  a  map  and  see 
which  communities  have  not  responded  to  the  Core  outreach 
efforts.   Also,  there  was  concern  that  individuals  who  will  be 
responsible  for  implementing  the  three-step  process  (common  core, 
curriculum  frameworks,  assessment)  may  not  understand  how  the 
components  work  together.   There  is  concern  that  the  public  views 
the  Commission  as  being  finished  with  its  work. 

Deirdre  Loughlin  stated  that  she  has  fifteen  steering  committees 
in  her  city.   In  order  to  help  these  people  to  understand  the 
Core  she  suggested  that  we  develop  a  visual  aid  to  connect  the 
three  processes.   She  asked  how  the  document  will  ultimately  help 
teachers  to  teach  better. 

Comments  from  Educators 

Kathy  Moore  and  Bob  Murphy  shared  impressions  they  have  heard 
from  teachers:  that  some  teachers  do  not  see  this  draft  as 
leading  to  anything  new,  and  that  there  is  concern  that  the 
Curriculum  Frameworks  and  the  Common  Core  will  not  be 
coordinated.  Also,  at  this  time  teachers  have  been  more 
interested  in  the  recertif ication  and  early  retirement  elements 
of  education  reform  than  the  Common  Core  and  Frameworks. 


Bob  Fraser  shared  his  experience  presenting  the  Common  Core  at  a 
Westwood  High  School  teachers'  meeting  and  noted  that  their 
responses  were  positive,  possibly  because  he  had  spoken  about  the 
draft  in  the  broader  context  of  education  reform. 

Marsha  McDonough  said  that  the  overall  response  to  the  Core  has 
been  positive  in  the  vocational  community--especially  to  the 
references  to  the  need  to  get  kids  working  as  responsible  people. 
Steve  Bass  spoke  to  maintaining  the  language  in  the  Core  that 
speaks  to  social  responsibility. 

Virginia  Freyermuth  shared  the  comment  of  a  city  teacher  who  said 
that  while  a  Common  Core  is  important,  she  and  other  inner-city 
teachers  do  not  even  have  pencils  for  their  students.   There  was 
general  agreement  that  a  dramatic  statement  such  as  this  should 
be  included  in  the  document. 

Efrain  -stated  that  he  had  received  positive  reactions  to  the 
draft.   Mary  Alice  Wilson  said,  however,  that  her  experience  was 
that  a  number  of  educators  were  not  buying  into  the  document. 
She  also  referred  to  Vermont's  final  Common  Core  draft  as  being 
impressive . 

Gary  Bernhard  said  that  he  was  struck  by  the  contradictions 
between  those  who  liked  the  document  and  those  who  wanted  to  see 
more  content .   He  said  that  everyone  seemed  to  agree  that  funding 
is  a  big  issue. 

Comments  from  the  Business  Community 

Steve  Bass  feels  that  we  have  not  received  that  much  response 
from  the  business  community.   He  met  with  a  couple  of  business 
people  who  liked  the  draft  but  he  suggested  that  perhaps  we  have 
not  done  enough  outreach  in  this  area.   Other  members  discussed 
their  outreach  efforts  to  the  business  community.   Frank  Haydu 
feels  that  the  business  community  generally  supports  what  the 
professionals  say,  but  it  seems  that  school  choice  is  more 
compelling  to  business  at  this  time. 

Assessment /Level  of  Standards  Concerns 

Larry  Myatt  voiced  his  concern  that  assessment  tools  be  developed 
to  reflect  equal  opportunity.   Allyson  Bowen  expressed  concern 
that  the  standards  are  too  low  and  that  high  achieving  students 
are  being  left  out. 


Need  for  Resources /Community  Involvement 

Several  members  responded  to  what  they  had  heard  regarding  the 
need  for  resources  for  all  communities.   If  funds  are  not 
allocated,  reform  will  not  take  place.   Professional  development 
needs  to  be  ongoing.   Addressing  the  importance  of  community 
involvement  is  paramount,  including  follow- through  implementation 
after  the  Core  is  completed. 


SMALL  GROUP  WORK 

The  group  divided  into  four  working  groups  to  review  the  comments 
received  and  revise  the  individual  sections  of  the  initial  draft. 
Prior  to  the  small  groups  beginning  their  deliberations,  Marty 
presented  a  handout  of  excerpts  from  Paul  Gray's  and  Jean 
Dowdall's  speeches,  and  a  redraft  of  the  Common  Core  developed  by 
him  and  his  son,  Ben.   He  also  reminded  the  groups  to  review  the 
draft  presented  earlier  in  the  meeting  by  Lynn.   Copies  of  the 
Vermont's  final  Common  Core  document  were  also  distributed  for 
review. 


SMALL  GROUP  REPORTS    (facilitated  by  Mary-Beth) 
Lifelong  Learner   (reported  by  Steve) 

*  Rewrite  numbers  28,  29,  and  3  0  to  reflect  measurability . 

*  Condense  the  knowledge  areas . 

*  Strengthen  history  and  social  sciences,  math,  and  science 
(#21-24) . 

*  Use  some  of  the  Governor's  and  Dowdall's  statements. 

*  Condense  the  entire  Core  to  reflect  two  concepts;  "do"  and 
"know. " 

*  Place  reading  and  writing  near  the  beginning  of  the  Core. 

Skillful  and  Responsive  Communicator   (reported  by  Virginia) 

*  Replace  "Lifelong  Learner"  with  the  heading  "Foundation." 

*  A  second  language,  which  should  be  taught  early  in 
education,  ought  to  be  included  under  "Literacy." 

*  "All  students  should  be  able  to"  is  the  phrase  this  group 
supports . 


Responsive  and  Active  Contributor   (reported  by  Jim) 

Numbers  28,  29,  and  30  should  be  included  in  essential 
knowledge  (history  and  social  sciences) . 

*  Numbers  31  and  32  are  important  and  should  be  included  with 
other  statements  about  work  and  organization. 

*  "Work  Ethic"  was  not  discussed. 

*  Numbers  33,  34,  and  3  5  could  be  incorporated  with  other 
statements  into  three  broader  areas  called:   Personal 
Responsibility,  Social  Responsibility,  and  Citizenship. 

*  Number  3  6  (health,  fitness,  physical  education)  should  be 
moved  to  the  essential  knowledge . 

*  Number  37  should  be  include  in  social  studies. 

*  Number  3  8  appears  to  be  a  weak  statement  but  was  not 
discussed  in  depth. 

*  Number  39  was  left  as  "Community  Service." 

"Service- learning"  is  a  term  that  was  explored  but  there  was 
too  little  time  to  reach  consensus  on  the  language  or  the 
inclusion  of  this  concept. 

*  Include  the  word  "global"  in  Number  30. 

Clear  and  Creative  Thinkers   (reported  by  Karla) 

Karla  distributed  the  following  rewrite  of  the  Thinkers'  section 

and  responded  to  the  group's  questions: 

Within  and  across  the  core  disciplines  of  the  arts, 
geography  and  history,  literature,  mathematics  and  science, 
all  students  must/should  be  able  to: 

Define,  Analyze,  and  Present  Complex  Problems 

18.  Make  observations  and  ask  questions 

19.  Conduct  research  and  present  by  seeking,  selecting  and 
organizing  information  from  a  variety  of  sources 

20.  Analyze,  interpret  and  evaluate  information  using  such 
tools  as  diagrams,  graphs,  data  tables  and  spreadsheets 

21.  Make  reasoned  inferences  and  construct  logical 
arguments 

Identify  and  Present  Possible  Solutions  and  Conclusions 

22.  Develop,  test  and  evaluate  possible  solutions  by 
identifying  and  examining  assumptions,  risks,  benefits 
and  consequences 

23.  Develop  conclusions,  solutions,  and  possible  new 
problems  and  present  them  using  words,  pictures, 
numbers  and  appropriate  media 


GENERAL  DISCUSSION  ON  CONTENT  AND  FORMAT 

Extensive  time  was  spent  discussing  different  structures  for  the 
Common  Core  based  on  the  work  of  the  four  small  groups.  There  was 
a  suggestion  to  condense  the  four  headings  into  three; 
"Communicator,"  "Lifelong  Learner"  and  "Contributor."   This 
discussion  included  the  need  to  further  clarify  the  definitions 
of  knowledge  and  skills.   Some  members  felt  that  we  need 
specificity  in  the  content  areas;  others  felt  that  specificity 
should  not  be  the  focus  or  the  intent  of  the  Core. 

An  alternate  to  the  original  four  headings  was  suggested:   One 
heading  called  "Fundamental  Skills"  could  include  the  core 
academic  subjects  and  a  statement  about  a  "work  ethic."   The 
three  other  headings  could  then  be  "Thinking,  Knowledge  and 
Contributing. " 

Another  member  then  proposed  these  four  headings;  "Confident  and 
Capable  Lifelong  Learner, "  which  could  address  essential 
knowledge  and  a  work  ethic;    "Communicator,"  which  could  include 
statements  about  reading,  writing,  speaking  English,  and  speaking 
a  second  language;  "Thinker;"  and  "Contributor." 

There  was  discussion  to  include  more  readable  language  under  each 
heading  and  to  include  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  under  an 
umbrella  called  "Literacy."   A  majority  felt  that  reading, 
writing,  and  math  should  be  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  Core. 

One  member  urged  the  Commission  to  address  peripheral  issues  in 
the  preamble  in  order  to  avoid  the  public's  misunderstanding  of 
the  Common  Core  again.   There  was  a  suggestion  to  place  a  number 
beside  each  line  in  the  next  draft.  This  addition  may  provide  for 
easier  reference  and  avoid  having  the  items  viewed  as  being  in 
priority  order. 

The  Commissioner  requested  that  the  group  vote  on  the  second 
language  issue  and  the  use  of  the  words  'should'  vs.  'must'  vs. 
'will'  in  the  text. 

After  considerable  debate  over  the  words  and  their  intent,  a  vote 
was  taken  and  the  word  'should'  was  accepted.   Some  felt  that 
more  discussion  was  needed  on  this  topic .   Concern  was  expressed 
related  to  the  potential  effectiveness  of  the  Core  if  the  goals 
are  suggested,  instead  of  required. 

Regarding  the  issue  of  a  second  language;  several  members 
stressed  that,  in  order  for  second  language  acquisition  to  be 
successful,  it  must  begin  in  the  early  grades.   A  decision  was 
made  to  include  a  statement  in  the  preamble  recommending  that  a 
second  language  be  taught  in  elementary  school.   It  was  suggested 
that  a  second  language  be  tied  to  a  statement  related  to 


multi-cultural  awareness.   Regarding  the  inclusion  of  a  technical 
language,  the  decision  was  made  to  not  include  it  in  the  Core. 

Inclusion  of  language  that  would  address  "parenting"  issues  was 
not  generally  supported.   Since  the  Commission  felt  there  were 
still  issues  to  be  decided  upon  regarding  the  arts,  community 
service  or  service-learning,  history  and  social  sciences,  a 
second  language  and  possibly  other  areas,  it  was  agreed  to  have 
another  meeting  on  either  May  10,  11,  or  12. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  3:30  pm. 
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WELCOME/OVERVIEW 

The  Commissioner  thanked  people  for  coming.    He  stated  that  staff  had  been  in 
communication  with  all  members  of  the  Commission,  including  those  who  could  not  be  at  the 
meeting.   He  praised  the  work  of  the  Commission  and  the  process  they  have  gone  through 
and  stated  that  we  need  to  acknowledge  the  extensive  outreach  that  has  occurred. 

Martin  Kaplan  discussed  the  upcoming  June  21  Board  meeting  when  the  Board  will  officially 
receive  the  Common  Core.    There  will  be  a  July  14th  meeting  of  the  Board  at  the  Henderson" 
House  in  Weston  at  which  the  Board  will  formally  act  on  the  Common  Core.    The  meeting 
will  end  with  an  informal  dinner  at  5  pm.   Members  and  their  guest  are  invited  to  attend  the 
meeting  and  dinner. 

Marty  then  reviewed  the  Board's  policy  on  voting  procedures  for  its  Commissions  and 
reviewed  the  agenda  for  the  meeting.    Mary-Beth  Fafard  explained  the  process  for  the  day. 
Members  were  given  a  large  print  version  of  the  draft  Common  Core  to  refer  to  during  the 
meeting. 
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MORNING  SESSION  -  BROAD  DECISIONS 
Note:  In  all  cases  line  numbers  reference  large  print  version  of  document. 

CORE  COMPONENTS  -  Group  favors  3  instead  of  4  components 

GAINING  AND  APPLYING  KNOWLEDGE 

Issues: 

Inconsistency  in  use  of  word  should  in  stem  v.  must  in  Responsibilities  section 

•  Nine  categories  v.  7  frameworks  areas  -  It  might  be  better  to  reflect  the  frameworks  categories 
to  avoid  confusion  among  people  working  in  the  field 

Suggest  changing  Literature  and  Languages  to  Humanities  to  include  non-textual 
communication  that  represents  essential  knowledge  in  our  culture,  e.g.,  tv,  radio 

Technology  as  a  knowledge  base  is  not  part  of  math/science  -  Bob  explained  that  the  use  of 
the  term  technology  in  the  frameworks  relates  to  school-to-work  curriculum  (industrial  arts, 
etc.)  and  not  computers 

Concern  that  the  flexibility  needed  by  schools  to  teach  effectively  will  be  taken  away  because 
this  is  box-like  -  suggest  moving  away  from  term  understanding,  which  is  too  passive  - 
suggest  eliminating  the  words  an  understanding  of  from  each  item 

Need  to  strengthen  the  applying  and  using  aspect 

Preference  for  a  relatively  limited  articulation  of  knowledge  areas 

•  Inconsistency  in  listing  v.  non-listing  of  subject  matter  so  as  to  give  schools  flexibility  in 
offerings 

Physical  Education  reference  should  be  eliminated  -  it's  participation-based  rather  than 
knowledge-based 

•  can  teach  attributes  related  to  physical  fitness  in  other  ways 

•  concern  that  districts  will  cut  sports  budgets  as  a  result 

•  suggest  giving  athletics/team  sports/physical  education  a  heading  of  its  own 

Recommendations: 

Change  heading  of  last  section  to  Health 

Delete  line  440  -  substitute  Use  one  or  more  physical  activities  for  personal  growth,  fitness, 
and  enjoyment 

Line  435:  add  and  fitness  after  physical  education 


COMMUNICATING  AND  THINKING 

Issues: 

Middle  section  is  not  necessary  as  a  sub-heading  -  can  be  included  under  the  first  item 

Line  458:  change  wording  to  apply  mathematical  language,  symbols  and  techniques 

Suggest:  use  the  arts,  mathematics,  computers  and  other  technologies... 

Let  frameworks  people  determine  level  of  proficiency  required  for  second  language 

Add  the  word  modern  to  language  to  support  intent  of  communicating 

Do  not  differentiate  between  modern  and  other  languages,  remembering  that  these  are 
outcomes  for  grade  12 

Second  language  is  the  only  subject  matter  listed 

Put  thinking  section  first  because  effective  communication  is  based  upon  effective  thinking 

For  last  section  suggest:  Think  Clearly  and  Solve  Complex  Problems 

Recommendations: 

Line  454:  move  to  first  line  of  second  category 

Change  first  heading  to  Read,  Write  and  Communicate  Effectively 

Keep  second  language  statement  as  is  (understanding  that  this  does  not  include  a  technical 
language) 

Reverse  heading  so  that  it  reads  Thinking  and  Communicating 

Leave  sections  in  current  order  to  give  attention  to  reading  and  writing 

Need  much  stronger  language  about  fiscal  support  for  development  of  a  language  program  at 
an  early  age  -  should  be  in  die  Transmittal  Letter  or  other  document.  This  is  also  true  for 
technology  and  the  arts. 

WORKING  AND  CONTRIBUTING 
Issues: 

Line  504:  divide  into  two  statements 

Line  508:   divide  and  add  self-knowledge 

•  Community  Service  Issues: 

Takes  enormous  resources  to  do  well  -  suggest  that  it  be  eliminated.   The  Common  Core  is 
ambitious  with  second  language  and  arts  requirements  and  complex  issues  around  science  and 
math  -  not  likely  to  be  implemented  very  well  -  not  practical  -  requires  support  of  community. 
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Line  498:  change  and  to  or 

Suggested  language:  know  the  importance  of  community  service  -  this  would  support  those 
who  wish  to  do  it  without  making  it  mandatory 

community  building  is  more  important  than  community  service 
strengthen  line  485 

•  It  was  noted  that  there  was  mixed  response  from  the  public  on  this  issue.  Community 
service  learning  staff  feel  it  is  an  instructional  strategy  and  cuts  across  all  areas  and 
could  be  in  the  preamble  or  another  place  in  the  document. 

•  confusion  between  community  service  learning  and  community  service/the  need  to  give 
back  to  the  community 

Suggested  language:  participates  as  a  meaningful  member  of  the  community 

Strengthen  statements  in  Rights  and  Responsibilities  section  to  make  them  action-oriented 

Recommendations: 

Change  order  of  sections  to  put  Study  and  Work  first,  followed  by  Personal  and  Social 
Responsibility,  and  then  Rights  and  Responsibilities 

•  Line  498:  change  to  Participate  in  meaningful  community  and/or  school  activities 


FINE  TUNING 
Issues: 

Lines  426-432:  final  stem  language  should  be  used  here 

Add  something  which  encourages  integration 

Concern  about  redundancy  and  all  inclusiveness  -  suggest  fine,  applied  and  performing  art 
forms 

Proficiency  levels  not  for  this  document  -  they  are  frameworks  issues 

Need  to  remember  "7-11"  test 

Lines  484,  501,  507,  508  need  fine  tuning 

Need  to  include  3  steps  of  education  reform  process  -  suggest  putting  it  in  the  "What  the  CC 
is  all  about"  section 

Recommendations: 

•  Line  427:  change  to  visual  art,  music,  dance  and  theater 

Line  432:  change  to  the  ability  to  use  one  or  more  of  the  arts 


AFTERNOON  SESSION  -  FINE  TUNING 
Page  9  : 

Delete  words  such  as  understanding 

Change  the  word  literature  to  humanities 

Use  the  words  read  literature... 

Line  410:  need  clearer  language  than  technological  design 

Discussion  re:  whether  to  include  all  the  terminology  in  lines  400-405 

Discussion  whether  to  include  NCTM  definitions 

Line  421:  vague  and  abstract  language  is  not  readable.  Too  much  educational  jargon.   A 
suggestion  just  to  use  line  423  instead  of  421-422.   Suggest  simpler  language  but  don't  reduce 
the  intention.   Maybe  reorder  die  statements  and  use  such  as...  language  in  the  statement  about 
geography.  Know  the  fundamental  principals  might  be  a  good  option. 

•  Lines  397-398:  Suggestion  to  change  die  words  to  be  more  concrete.  This  section  is  confusing. 
Some  members  like  the  reference  to  the  historical  relationsliip  to  culture  and  how  language 
helps  to  understand  culture. 

Recommendations: 

•  Use  words  Read  a  rich  variety take  out  the  word  text 

•  Subheading  should  be  Mathematics,  Science  and  Technology.   Go  back  to  the  framework 
people  to  better  convey  tliis  meaning  and  tighten  up  the  language. 

Page  10: 

The  Commissioner  requested  that  the  group  revisit  the  notion  of  including  physical  education  in  die 
Core.   He  feels  strongly  that  physical  education  teachers  should  be  represented.   He  recommends  that 
die  words  athletics  and  sports  and  physical  education  be  considered  appropriate  to  include  diem. 

•  Suggested  wording:  Use  one  or  more  team  sports  or  other  athletic  activity  for  personal  growth. 
Odier  variations  on  this  new  item  were  suggested. 

Recommendations: 

•  Use  one  or  more  physical  activities  for  personal  growth,  fitness  and  enjoyment. 

Page  11: 

•  Line  469:  move  and  identify  possible  new  solutions  to  the  end  of  die  sentence 
Recommendations: 

•  Line  469:  eliminate  identify  possible  new  solutions 


Page  12: 

Line  483:  question  why  international  is  not  included 

•  Line  487:  change  to  Analyze  and  develop  informed  opinions  about  current  local,  national  and 
international  economic,  environmental,  political  and  social  issues. 

•  Line  495:  How  do  you  measure/legislate  respect  for  others? 

Suggest:  Treat  others  with  respect  and  understand  similarities  and  differences  among  people  in 
our  diverse  society. 

•  Line  501:  doesn't  have  a  good  flow.   SCANS  report  suggests  that  students  don't  have  the 
skills  to  study.   Revise  this  statement,  along  with  the  item  on  managing  money. 

•  Line  485:  balance  statement-  change  to  understand  ...rights  and  responsibilities  and  know  their 
relationship  to  the  community. 

Recommendations: 

Change  second  subheading  to  Demonstrate  Personal,  Social  and  Civic  Responsibility 

•  Lines  507/508:  eliminate  the  words  in  school,  on  jobs,  and  in  personal  studies 
Pages  7  &  8: 

Put  sidebars  on  the  pages. 

Page  7  (line  334):  The  Commission  heard  and  believes  that... 

Like  all  the  powerful  statements 

•  Use  examples  throughout  and  at  the  end  of  document 
Line  340:  not  clear  -  needs  revision. 

Line  339:  delete  word  classroom  and  change  exchange  to  interaction  or  interchange 

PREAMBLE: 

Page  4:  paragraph  beginning  with  line  188,  is  a  problem.   Make  the  line  items  more  clear. 

Concerns  expressed  in  writing  by  Mary-Alice  Wilson  were  shared. 

Page  5:  suggest  changing  must  have  to  need.   Others  say  use  the  word  should. 

Page  4:  concern  regarding  the  word  cherish.  Rebuttal  that  cherish  was  used  in  the  McDuffy 
Decision.  Suggest  that  cherish  won't  be  taken  seriously  if  there  needs  to  be  litigation.   To 
ensure  is  an  option. 

Re:  40  years  -  some  like;  others  said  "no". 
Change  40  years  ago  to  two  generations  ago 

Like  182  through  183 


Line  186:  drop 

Lines  177-179:  like/keep  strong  statements 

Need  an  item  about  international  issues 

Keep  some  statement  about  the  environment 

Add  a  statement  about  Goals  2000  -  others  did  not  feel  it  necessary 

LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 

•  Maddie  and  Marty  prepared  it  and  want  to  hear  group's  comments. 
Discussion  of  Mary  Alice's  and  Vivian's  concerns. 

•  Problem  with  paragraph  about  evidence  from  other  countries  and  where  these  statements  were 
agreed  upon. 

Lines  102  and  103:  hot  button  -  statement  is  not  necessarily  true,  according  to  Michael.   He 
heard  Knowledge  as  well  as  Learning. 

Statement  about  memorizing  facts  v.  researching  information  is  problematic 

•  Since  education  reform  will  not  happen  in  2  years,  include  a  statement  that  implementation 
will  take  a  long  time  and  we're  just  beginning  the  process  now 

Line  265:  Vivian  Lee  concerned  that  poor  students  are  working  to  support  families  -  reconsider 
the  statement  referring  to  hours  of  part-time  work. 


MEETING  WAS  ADJOURNED  AT  3:00  PM 
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